


A professional route for serious designers

Who is this course for

graphic designers

aspiring graphic designers

creative directors

studio managers

graphic design assistants

junior designers

freelance designers

in-house creatives

those looking to move into the design profession

those who want professional recognition within the design industry

What is the course designed to do

1. October 2026
2. April 2027




This course is a fully online diploma.

This means there is no requirement to attend classes in person. All study is completed remotely, making the course
suitable for students based in different locations and for those who need flexibility around work and personal
commitments.

This course is online, not class-based.

Students study through online learning, guided coursework, assignments, project work and portfolio development.

Location
Because the diploma is delivered online, students can study from any location as long as they have internet access
and the required design software and equipment.

Can this diploma be completed part-time?
Yes. The PGDA can be completed on a part-time basis and is well-suited to those who work full-time.

The flexibility of the course allows students to organise their study around work, family life and other commitments.
This makes it a strong option for those who want to gain a professional design qualification without attending a
college or fixed class-based programme.

Breaks and course schedule

The diploma runs over a full 12-month period from the chosen intake date. As the course is delivered online in a
flexible format, it does not follow a traditional classroom timetable. This means there are no standard term dates in
the usual sense. Any planned breaks, holiday periods, or tutor availability dates can be agreed upon between the
student and tutor as part of the course schedule.

Applying for the PGDA is straightforward.

How to apply

This comprehensive diploma is designed to equip
participants with the skills and knowledge needed
to progress in the field of graphic design.

It is suitable for beginners looking to begin a career
in graphic design, as well as experienced designers
who want to strengthen and extend their skills.

The course covers a wide range of subject areas to
help students build both creative ability and professional
confidence.



Course objectives

developing a strong understanding of graphic

design principles, techniques and software tools online course textbook access

creg’Fing visually effective work for a variety of access to online design resources and tutorials

media

building a professional portfolio

learning how to work effectively with clients and

teams

keeping up to date with industry trends and

professional practice weekly assignments and quizzes
mid-term and final design projects
portfolio assessment and presentation
participation and engagement throughout the
course

Visual Communication
Typography

Colour Theory and Application
Layout and Composition

Image Editing and Manipulation
Vector Graphics and lllustration
Web Design

Print Design and Production
Branding and Corporate Identity
Portfolio Development

Client Collaboration and Freelancing
Design Ethics and Trends

Final Projects and Critiques
Using Al in Graphic Design

You will be given your very own one-to-one
professional design coach/course tutor who will
work with you closely throughout your course.




Certification

Entry requirements

Software knowledge using either Affinity Suite or Adobe Creative Cloud (Other software may be considered)
Basic knowledge, but no less than junior-level to middle-weight knowledge, in graphic design

Understand basic English

Access to the internet

Use Microsoft Teams with video and sound for your online course lectures

Available once per week for online course lectures (lectures can run for 30-45 minutes, but no longer than 60

mins)

Professional recognition

How to find out more



mailto:ask@thepgda.com

Get ready to launch
your design career
to the next level





